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David J. Vail, “ote | | CONCORD, NH 
Asstetant Gurerintsncent | aa 7 : 


Concord, few tenpchire 


Dear Dr. Vails | ; 

This 4s in reply to your letter of July 9, 2958 in which you res 
guest our opinich as to whether the trustees of the Hew. Hanpshire State Hospitah  . «.. ° 
can pat into offect different rates for the cere of patients, depending upon 
their lcnzth of etay. You state that due to the concentrated treatment which 
patients receive during appreminately the first eight weeks after admission 4G es 2 
econ to demonstrated elearly that tha cost of trentnent of patients during approxie 
netoly the first oight weeks 4s a food deal greator than tho cost during subse- | 
quent wecks. Aecordingly you ask whother the trustees aro expowered to sot a ana 
arate of, for instance, #59.00 per week during the first eight weeks after ad~ eBadaays de J 
mission end a rate of, for instance, $26.00 per woek thereafter. nk 


Cur ansxer 45 in the negative. RSA. 8340 provides that the Business “a 
Sunervicor shall inveetigate all records of the State Hospital, Laconia State 


Sehool end the State Sanatorium relative to the cost of care for the patients 


at such instituticns and shall nake recommendations to the respective Boards of 
Trusteos as to tho rates to ba charged for their care. The plural "rates" is 

used in cur epinion selely because section lO specks in terns of all of the peed 
Anstitutions a9 a frroup and contemplates that different rates may be charged 4 
by ecch institution. 


7 RSA Ort and 43 provides in genoral for the Stata to recover the - 
exponze of tho care of patients in these 4nstitution. owover, RGA 83:44 pro-= 
vides a5 follows: ? | . 


®Se7ular Nate. Each bocrd of trustees or the commission 
of such institution shall determine a uniforn monthly rate to 
cover the exrenses for the care, treatment and maintenance of 
patients or inmates of such Aanstitutions. Tha tubsreulosia cone 
rieasien shall establish a monthly rate to bo charged pationts 
-pocoiving care, troatsent and maintenance at its direction.*® | 


It 48 our opinion that this seotion cloarly provides that the 
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by sott! ng one uniform rate, ‘Rates nay vary pas one ‘doatation to another, but 
mist bo unifora within each institution regardless of the length of the patente | 
plas. or tho typo of treatment received. Sees also RSA oe which slime: an - 
-part as folloves “ ; 


"Tech board of trustees or Sod nston ‘of oe institutions sscscscesce 
nay charge less than the uniform monthly rate Ly, en a pationt or ea) 
able relatives is unable to pay the ‘regular rate _ Cimphasis supplied) . 


: This language clearly contemplates lonly ° one regular rate end the ce 
only provision rade for a variance 4s that a lesser charge may be imposod if the oe 
patient or chargoable relatives are not able to ‘are the ful nae nee ancicent . oat 
to his care and treatront, 






| We recognize that your proposal eg hee anit: ey our . above: 
opinion represents the practice since the enactment of the statutes referred to ~ 
‘therein, end 4t would seem that this 4s a matter which should be reterred’ to © the. 
Legislature before any change 4s suthorized. } 6 


eee 
_ Sincerely yours, 


John d. Zimmerman, Jt 
Assistant Attorney General 
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ces tir. Leonard Hill 
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